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Alexander, whose reputation in later years was not un-
challenged, was outshone by one of his successors, St.
Marcellus.
Once introduced into the capital, monasticism made rapid
strides. In the Acts of the Council of 536 may be found the
signatures of the representatives of sixty-eight monasteries
in Constantinople and of forty in Chalcedon. Their number
continued to increase and the list of the foundations that
sprang up one after another in the city and its suburbs is
interminable. Many of these have some history, some brief
hour of fame, but we cannot give details here. It is interest-
ing, however, to note that the strange form of asceticism
originated by St. Simeon Stylites found its way to the
capital. Daniel (ob, 518), the first successor of the famous
Syrian penitent, lived for many years on a pillar near
Anaplus. A number of disciples congregated at its foot and
for them the Emperor Leo I built a monastery and provided
accommodation for strangers. Daniel was not the only
stylite in Constantinople, and even as late as the tenth
century he had a successor in the person of St. Luke, whose
column stood in the quarter of Eutropius.
With this great increase in the number of monks there
immediately arose the necessity for a stricter discipline, and
both the ecclesiastical authorities and the State were forced
to take measures to correct or forestall abuses and to give a
more solid foundation to the institution of monasticism,
St. John Chrysostom, great champion as he was of the
monastic state, was obliged to insist on the strict observance
of the rule of seclusion and to admonish severely those
monks who left their monastery and roamed through the
streets of the city. More than one bishop doubtless had
to recall to their duties the monks of his diocese who, for-
getful of one of their principal obligations, were tempted
to mingle with the world and busy themselves with secular
matters.
Legislation on the part of the Councils was sometimes
necessary. We need not discuss the decrees, of limited scope,
passed by the Council of Gangra against the Eustathians.
More general measures were taken by the Council of
Chalcedon, which began by recognizing that for many men
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